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Hui Xia Chen earned an M. A. in art history from the National Taiwan University and
a Ph.D. in history from National Chi Nan University. She is associate curator in the
Department of Antiquities at the National Palace Museum. She has previousely worked on
interactions between human and objects, such as Buddhist art, Lacquer Crafts, and treasures
from the Chinese scholar's studio, and lately worked on Imperial costumes and jewelry of
the Qing dynasty, and curated “Royal style : Qing dynasty and western court jewelry”, and
“Splendid accessories of nomadic peoples: Mongolian, Muslim, and Tibetan arttifacts of the
Qing dynasty from museum collection.” She has published several papers, including “Essence
of nature: the aesthetic tastes of the Qing Emperor Gaozong for treasures from the Chinese
scholar's studio”, and “The Development of Court Ladies' Hairpins and Accessories during
the Qing Dynasty.”
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The Wooden Bowls from Tibet: The Interaction Between the
Qing Court and Tibet

Wooden bowls are used as utensils for daily meals by the Mongolian and
Tibetan nomads. Bowls serve the functions of tea drinking, Zanba (barley-flour-dough)
making, and to contain various food. Due to the nature of wooden bowls that are
convenient, durable, resisting heat, preserving flavours, and even to be believed that
could treat poisoning, thus wooden bowls have became personalized equipments
to take along. Wooden bowls are made of wood in variety, and the most precious
material would be collected from the wood knots that are solid in quality and also
fragrant. After a series of process includes drying, woodturning, and polishing, the
final wooden bowl with even thickness demonstrates the natural pattern of wood
grain. Wooden bowls are usually stored inside cases that made of fabric or wool,
and metal cases are more particular. Regional officers of Tibet in the Qing dynasty
attached the bowl cases on their waist, and the bowls inlaid with gold, silver,
and gemstones were not only for decorations, but also as a symbol to state the
professional standing.

Tibet had often offered wooden bowls to the Qing court in the early spring
to celebrate New Year during the Kangxi reign, and wooden bowls had been
also presented to wish longevity to the Emperor Qianlong. From the records of
the Archives of the Imperial Workshop (Huojidang), it documented that wooden
bowls offered to the imperial court from Tibet was a continuous custom in the Qing
dynasty. This article firstly examines wooden bowls and cases from the Qing court
collected by the NPM to investigate the craftsmanship of Tibet and their interaction
with imperial crafts. Secondly, reviews the meaning and origin of offering wooden
bowls as tributes, and studies the context behind the contributors and the events.
The final part is to analyse the reactions and rewards given by the Qing court, and
to organize the arrangements for those wooden bowls. Studies regarding the Qing
court and Tibet have achieved the remarkable heights on the religion aspect. The
regional nobilities were inevitably a crucial factor to influence the connection of
both parties. This article begins the search from daily utensils, in hope to further the
understanding of the relationship between the Qing court and Tibet from the material
culture and economic perspectives.
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